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NOTICE, 

A PortFouto, on a convenient plan, for preserving the 
numbers of Tue Critic, during the progress of the 
volumes, is now ready, and may be had at the Office, by 
order of any bookseller in the country, price 5s. 

Tue Critic will be supplied for Six Months, by post, 
to any person forwarding six shillings’ worth of penny 
postage stamps to the Office. 

esa Nea 
TO AUTHORS. 

Tue Critic has adopted the novel and interesting 
plan of reviewing unpublished MSS., for the purpose of 
enabling authors unknown to fame to take the opinion 
of the public and of the booksellers upon the merits and 
probabilities of success for their works, previously to 
incurring the cost of publication. For this purpose, the 
followirig rules are to be observed. 

The author is requested to make a brief outline of the 
contents of his work and transmit it to us, with the MS. 
{or such portions as he may deem to be fair specimens 
-of it), from which we may select the extracts for our 
‘columns. All MSS. so submitted to us will be carefully 
preserved, and returned, as the author may direct, so 
soon as we have done with them. 

It may be as well here to observe that religious and 
political treatises must be excluded from this portion of 
‘Tue Critic, 








Notice.—A Prospectus, containing a List of the Sub- 
scribers to Tue Critic, will be ready on the 25th inst.; 
and we shall be obliged to booksellers and readers who feel 
an interest in its welfare, if they will circulate for us this 
magnificent roll of names, and endeavour to add to the num- 
ber. All new subscribers from the date of the list will be 
regularly announced in TuE Critic. 








TO THE READERS OF THE CRITIC. 


THE commencement cf a new volume calls for some 
acknowledgment to those who have befriended Tur 
CriTIc in its early struggles, as well as to the many new 
subscribers with whom it enters upon the second stage 
of its existence. 

Enlarged in size, improved in shape, THe Critic 
appears before the public to-day—EsTABLISHED. It 
‘has secured for itself an acknowledged place among the 
periodicals of Great Britain; it is a recognized authority 
upon the subjects to which it is devoted ; it has become 
an adopted organ of the various classes engaged in the 
creation and diffusion of literature and art. The author 
asks its independent judgment of his productions; the 
publishers resort to it as the medium for conveying to 
the dealer and the public a knowledge of their enter- 
prises; the booksellers and circulating libraries have 
cordially united for the purpose of making THE Critic 
their guide and circular in all matters interesting to 
them; and the book-club and readers throughout the 
country have, as the printed List of Subscribers shews, 
so given their confidence to Tug Critic, as to look 
to it for an honest account of the literature of the age, 
and as a faithful director in the choice of books for pur- 
chase and perusal. 
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In earnest hope to maintain the high favour it has 
been fortunate enough to win, the many and great im- 
——— have been adopted which this present num- 

er introduces to the subscribers. 

It has been enlarged from sixteen to thirty-two pages, 
without any increase of price. But we should observe, 
that the standard size will be twenty-four pages, which 
will be increased to thirty-two pages whenever the press 
of matter requires it. We desire it to be under- 
stood that we engage only for twenty-four pages, being 
eight pages more than the former size; when it is ex- 
tended to thirty-two pages, it will be by way of present 
to the subscribers. But we have little doubt that this 
extension will be very frequent. 

In the general plan of Tue Critic we have found 
little to alter, for that appears to have received the 
unanimous approval of its friends from the commence- 
ment. 

But we must take this opportunity of erasing a mis- 
understanding occasioned by its title of Tue Critic. 
Many have supposed from this that its main purpose was 
pure criticism ; that it was to be a little Edinburgh or 
Quarterly, and that its articles ought to be essays upon 
books. But such is very far from our design, and if in- 
tended it would have been impracticable. ‘Tae Critic 
is, in truth, nothing more than a Literary Journal ; that 
is, it is its purpose to collect information relative to the 
Literature and Art of the time, so that its readers may 
form a pretty accurate notion of their progress. As the 
intelligence of primary interest, it notices new books, 
music, and works of art, but not by way of elaborate 
criticism, which can only be accomplished by periodicals 
of large size and infrequent issue, but by giving such in- 
teresting accounts of books,—of their subjects, their style, 
their merits and defects, illustrated by extracts having 
intrinsic value and interest,—as may enable the reader, 
who wants time or inclination to inspect the various new 
publications for himself, to enjoy the opportunity of 
learning something about all of them, and thus to select 
those with which, from the account here given of them, 
he may desire to make more intimate acquaintance. It 
would be impossible formally to criticize a dozen volumes 
within the compass of even thirty-two of our ample pages, 
and indeed it is not the purpose of Tuz Critic: nor 
would it so please the subscribers as the present plan of 
presenting a lively account of books as they appear,— 
just such as one who had read them would give to an 
inquiring friend,—accompanied with extracts selected 
with a view to the instruction or amusement of the 
reader. 

It is proposed in future to pay special attention to the 
foreign reviews, and introduce to the English reader 
translations of some of the best of their notices of the 
books of their own country. 

In conclusion, we repeat to our new subscribers the 
request we have before preferred to our old ones, that 
they will introduce Tue Critic to their friends, and 
back it with a recommendation. In a few days the Pros- 
pectus and List of Subscribers will be ready for circu- 
lation, and they could not better serve it or more ef- 
fectively second a recommendation, than by exhibiting 
this magnificent roll of names, and asking if that of 
their friend might be added to it. 

To the Booksellers and Libraries by whom Tue 
CRITIC is so extensively supported, we need only prefer 
this request—that they will make a point of shewing it 
to their customers, and asking permission to place their 
names on the List of Subscribers. 

Again we repeat, that Tue Critic is a thoroughly in- 
dependent publication ;—that whatever its increasing cir- 
culation and advertisements may yield will be applied to 
its improvement, and that it is in the power of its friends 
now, by a little exertion, to enable it efficiently to carry 
out its great ultimate design. 













